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SUPPLEMENTAL INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 



Pursuant to 37 C.F.R. §§ 1.56 and 1.97(b), Applicants bring to the Examiner's 
attention the documents on the attached forms PTO/SB/08. This Information Disclosure 
Statement is being filed before the mailing date of a first Office Action on the merits for the 
above-referenced application. 

This application is a continuation of U.S. Application No. 09/514,245 filed 
February 28, 2000, now U.S. Pat. No. 6,703,023, which application is a continuation in part 
of PCT Application No. PCT/FR98/02634, filed December 4, 1998. 

A. Documents 

Copies of the listed documents Bl to B88 are attached. The documents Bl was 
submitted in the parent case, U.S. Application No. 09/514,245, now U.S. Pat. No. 6,703,023, 
and copies of those documents are not submitted here. 

Applicants respectfully request that the Examiner consider the listed documents and 
indicate that they were considered by making appropriate notations on the attached form. 
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Commissioner for Patents 
POBox 1450 

Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450 



Sir: 
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B. Non-English Language Documents 

French Patent Application Publication No. 2 422 956 (11/09/1979) (B7): Attached 
with this filing is a Derwent Abstract of this document (B86). An English language 
counterpart to this application is U.S. Patent No. 5,605,800. 

French Patent Application Publication No. 2 518 755 (06/24/1983) (B8): Attached 
with this filing is a Derwent Abstract of this document (B87). An English language 
counterpart to this application is U.S. Patent No. 5,988,825. 

German Patent Application Publication No. 10044648 (3/23/2002) (B13): 
Attached with this filing is a Derwent Abstract of this document (B88). An English language 
counterpart to this application is U.S. Patent No. 6,573,081. 

C. Conclusion 

This submission does not represent that a search has been made or that no better art 
exists and does not constitute an admission that each or all of the listed documents are 
material or constitute "prior art." If the Examiner applies any of the documents as prior art 
against any claim in the application and Applicants determine that the cited documents are 
not "prior art" under United States law, then Applicants reserve the right to present to the 
Office the relevant facts and law regarding the appropriate status of such documents. 

Applicants further reserve the right to take appropriate action to establish the 
patentability of the disclosed invention over the listed documents, should one or more of the 
documents be applied against the claims of the present application. 

The Examiner is invited to contact the undersigned if any questions may be resolved 
by a telephone conference. 
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The Commissioner is hereby authorized to charge any additional fees which may be 
required regarding this application under 37 C.F.R. §§ 1.16-1.17, or credit any overpayment, 
to Deposit Account No. 19-0741 . Should no proper payment be enclosed herewith, as by a 
check being in the wrong amount, unsigned, post-dated, otherwise improper or informal or 
even entirely missing, the Commissioner is authorized to charge the unpaid amount to 
Deposit Account No. 19-0741. 



Respectfully submitted, 



FOLEY & LARDNER LLP 
Customer Number: 22428 





Registration No. 35,264 



Telephone: 
Facsimile: 



(202) 672-5569 
(202) 672-5399 
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